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have been like admitting naked savages to the
lecture-room of the Royal Institution.

And yet, in principle, even this exclusion was
wrong, and clearly in contradiction with the true
spirit of the Veddnta. It is generally supposed
that the fourth caste, the .Sudras, were the abo-
riginal inhabitants, and racially distinct, therefore,
from the Aryan conquerors. This may be so,
though it has never been proved, and we know
that even people of Aryan speech might lose all
claim to caste, and fall socially to as low a stage
as the .Sudras; nay, even to a lower stage.
Badariya^a speaks also of people who, owing to
poverty or other circumstances, stand between
the three upper castes and the Sudras. And with
regard to them, he distinctly states that they are
not to be excluded from the study of the Vedanta.
The question whether real .Sudras are admissible
or not, has evidently exercised the minds of the
Vedantists to a considerable extent, but in the
end they adhere to the principle of exclusion.
And yet there are cases in the Upanishads which
seem to show that this spirit of exclusion was less
strong in ancient times. We must not forget that